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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD (IYC): PLANS 
FOR OBSERVANCE BY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN GENEVA 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE REPORT OF TWO MEETINGS CALLED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MARSHALING GENEVA'S INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
IN SUPPORT OF THE IYC IN 1979. THE MEETINGS WERE 
INITIATED BY MISSION GENEVA. DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS WOULD 
BE APPRECIATED. 

2. ON MAY 10, AMBASSADOR WILLIAM VANDEN HEUVEL, 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS INVITED SEVERAL REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 
GENEVA MISSIONS TO A LUNCHEON WHERE HE RAISED WITH THEM 
THE POSSIBILITY OF CONSIDERING A ONE DAY EVENT IN 
OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD IN 1979 
(IYC). ACTIVITIES FOR THE DAY WOULD BE PLANNED AND 
CONDUCTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN COOPERATION 
WITH THE IYC SECRETARIAT AND THE GENEVA CANTON. 

FOLLOWING THE AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
ON THE IYC WAS PROVIDED BY THE I.Y.C. SECRETARIAT 

WHO WERE ALSO GUESTS AT THE LUNCHEON. 

3. THERE WAS A CONSENUS AMONG THE GROUP THAT SOME TYPE OF 
OBSERVANCE WOULD BE WORTHWHILE SINCE IT WOULD SHOW 
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SUPPORT OF UNICEF AND PROVIDE FUNDS FOR SEVERAL OF THE 
ORGANIZATION S PROJECTS. AFTER A DISCUSSION OF THE 
VARIOUS TYPES OF ACTIVITIES POSSIBLE, THE LUNCHEON 
PARTICIPANTS DECIDED THAT A FOLLOW-UP MEETING ON THIS 
MATTER SHOULD BE HELD WITH A MORE REPRESENTATIVE 
GROUP OF PERMANENT MISSIONS TO DETERMINE IF THERE WAS AN 
INTEREST IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO SPONSOR AN 
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OBSERVANCE AND, IF SO, WHAT THE MODUS OPERANDI SHOULD 
BE: 


4. ON JUNE 6, REPRESENTATIVES FROM 18 PERMANENT MISSIONS 
MET AND DISCUSSED A VARIETY OF ISSUES CONCERNING AN IYC 
OBSERVANCE. THERE WAS A CONSENSUS THAT A ONE DAY EVENT 
WAS DESIRABLE AND IT WAS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF SUCH AN OBSERVANCE SHOULD BE: 

1 )TOINCREASE AWARENESS ABOUT UNICEF AND THE PLIGHT OF 
CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD, AND 2) TO RAISE FUNDS FOR 
UNICEF PROJECTS. 

5. IN ADDITION THE FOLLOWING ISSUES WERE DISCUSSED: 

1) DATE OF THE OBSERVANCE: ALTHOUGH NO DEFINITE DATE WAS 
SET, THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE OBSERVANCE 
SHOULD NOT BE HELD DURING THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST 
WHEN MANY MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ARE ON 
HOLIDAYS AND SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED. 

2) TYPES OF ACTIVITIES: A. A FOOTBALL GAME FEATURING 
THE INTERNATIONAL STAR PELF. WAS ONE SUGGESTION; B. A 
KERMESSE WHERE EACH MISSION WOULD MAKE IN-KIND CONTRIBU- 
TIONS (WINE, MAPLE SYRUP, NATIONAL DISHES) WHICH WOULD 

BE SOLD AND PROCEEDS CONTRIBUTED TO UNICEF; C. A PARADE. 

3) FUNDING: MEMBERS OF THE GROUP QUESTIONED FUNDING OF 
AN IYC EVENT AND SOME WANTED TO KNOW EXACT COSTS FOR 
EACH MISSION IN ORDER TO INFORM THEIR CAPITALS. OTHER 
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PARTICIPANTS MADE THE POINT THAT BEFORE GOING TO CAPITALS 
ABOUT FUNDING THE ACTIVITY, THE GENEVA COMMUNITY SHOULD 
EXPLORE WHAT COULD BE DONE IN GENEVA BY THE GENEVA 
COMMUNITY AT MINIMUM COST. IT WAS STRESSED, BY 
SEVERAL MEMBERS, THAT PARTICIPATION IN THE OBSERVANCE 
SHOULD BE ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND, THEREFORE, 

COSTS WOULD BE MINIMAL. 

4) WHO PARTICIPATES: IT WAS AGREED THAT PARTICIPATION OF 
THE TOTAL INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WOULD BE DESIRABLE. IT 
WAS STRESSED THAT A CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF IYC SHOULD 
HAVE CHILDREN AS THE MAJOR PROTAGONISTS WITH ADULT PRO- 
GRAMS TAKING SECOND PLACE. 

5) ORGANIZATION: THE GROUP CONCURRED THAT AN ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE SHOULD BE FORMED FROM THOSE MISSIONS WHO 
DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EVENT. 

6) NEXT STEPS: SEVERAL OF THE REPRESENTATIVES STATED THAT 
BEFORE COMMITTING THEMSELVES TO PARTICIPATING IN AN IYC 
OBSERVANCE, THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO TO THEIR CAPITALS FOR 
INSTRUCTIONS. FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF INSTRUCTIONS, PLANNING 
FOR THE EVENT WILL CONTINUE WITH ALL MISSIONS THAT WANT 
TO VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES. PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES 
WHO WILL ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM SHOULD 
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NOTIFY MS. GLORIA GASTON SHAPIRO AT THE 

UNITED STATES MISSION OR MR. HELMER GRANN AT THE IYC 

SECRETARIAT NOT LATER THAN JULY 7. 

6. FOLLOWING MISSIONS PARTICIPATED IN MAY MEETING: 

DENMARK COLOMBIA 

JAPAN FRANCE 

CANADA IVORY COAST 

7. FOLLOWING MISSIONS PARTICIPATED IN JUNE MEETING: 
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IRAN GHANA 

FRANCE ITALY 

SWITZERLAND SWEDEN 

DENMARK NEW ZEALAND 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY AUSTRALIA 

JAPAN UNITED KINGDOM 

COLOMBIA TURKEY 

NIGERIA 

SORENSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, MEETINGS, COMMEMORATIVE CELEBRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GENEVA09490 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780260-0524 
Format: TEL 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780632/aaaabbbe.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 75a1bf83-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2252003 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD (IYC): PLANS FOR OBSERVANCE BY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN GENEVA 
TAGS: SHUM, SZ, UNICEF, IYC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/75a1 bf83-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



